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House Targets Terrorist Travel in 
Supplemental Spending Bill 

Legislation Originally Included in the 9-11 Reform Bill Passed Last Year 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Holland, Chairman of the House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, today said that legislation included in the 
supplemental spending bill targeting terrorist travel and strengthening border security will 
greatly improve the security of the United States.  

“The ability of terrorists to enter the United States and move about freely is one of the most 
dangerous threats to national security,” Hoekstra said. “Cracking down on their ability to 
fraudulently obtain valid driver’s licenses and state identification is a major step in the 
effort to reduce their chances of carrying out another attack.”  

The provision was included by U.S. Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner, Chairman of the House 
Committee on the Judiciary. The House passed the supplemental spending bill today, and 
the Senate is expected to pass the legislation when it reconvenes next week.  

The House passed the Real ID Act of 2005 in February. Many of the provisions in the bill 
were originally passed as part of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 
2004, but were not included in the final bill signed by President Bush.  

The Real ID Act of 2005 increases security standards for driver’s licenses by requiring 
proof of lawful presence in the United States, identifying minimum information and 
features a license or ID card must contain, creating stringent physical security requirements 
to reduce counterfeiting and ensuring that driver’s licenses expire at the same time as an 
alien’s visa expires.  

It closes weaknesses in the asylum system that invited abuse by terrorists, completes 
construction of a 14-mile-long fence at the U.S.-Mexico border near San Diego, Calif. and 
ensures that terrorism-related grounds of inadmissibility serve as grounds for deportation.  

“The United States is traditionally one of the most open and inclusive societies in the 
world, which is why we have laws to facilitate the ability of people to come to our country 
through legal means,” Hoekstra said. “It is a fundamental role of the federal government to 
protect law-abiding U.S. citizens and legal immigrants from the threats posed by terrorists 
and other bad actors.” 




